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WORK IS WORSHIP
1. Music – Chris Ruhe – Shoshone-Bannock Blue
2. Prayer
O Lord! Unto thee I repair for refuge and toward all thy signs I set my heart. 
	O Lord! Whether travelling or at home, and in my occupation or in my work,
I place my whole trust in Thee. Grant me then Thy sufficing help so as to make me independent of all things, O Thou Who art unsurpassed in Thy mercy! Bestow upon me my portion, O Lord, as Thou pleasest, and cause me to be satisfied with whatsoever Thou hast ordained for me. Thine is the absolute authority to command. – The Bab

3. Readings
A Man attains perfection when his work is worship of God – Bhagavad Gita

In liberty from the bonds of attachment, do thou therefore the work to be done: for the man whose work is pure attains indeed the Supreme – Bhagavad Gita

Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established – Old Testament

Work of any kind if done in the right spirit, gives you victory over yourself…The attitude with which you work is what counts. – Paramahansa Yogananda

O My Servants ! Ye are the trees of My garden; ye must give forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yourselves and others may profit therefrom. Thus it is incumbent on everyone to engage in crafts and professions, for therein lies the secret of wealth, O men of understanding! For results depend upon means, and the grace of God shall be all-sufficient unto you.  – Baha’u’llah

Briefly, all effort and exertion put forth by man from the fullness of his heart is worship, if it is prompted by the highest motives and the will to do service to humanity. This is worship: to serve mankind and to minister to the needs of the people. Service is prayer. – Abdu’l Baha

4. Prayer
I give praise to Thee, O my God, that the fragrance of Thy loving kindness hath enraptured me, and the gentle winds of Thy Mercy have inclined me in the direction of Thy bountiful favors. Make me to quaff, O my Lord from the fingers of Thy bounteousness the living waters which have enabled everyone that hath partaken of them to rid himself of all attachment from all Thy creatures, and to fix his gaze upon Thy loving providence and Thy manifold gifts. Make me ready in all circumstances, O my Lord, to serve Thee and to set myself towards the adored sanctuary of Thy Revelation and of Thy Beauty. If it be Thy pleasure, make me to grow as a tender herb in the meadows of Thy grace that the gentle winds of Thy will may stir me up and bend me into conformity with Thy pleasure, in such wise that my movement and my stillness may be wholly directed by Thee. – Baha-u-llah
5.    Music – Paul McCartney – Little Willow
6.    Readings
If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost. That is where they should be; now put the foundations under them. If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. – Henry David Thoreau
A master in the art of living draws no sharp distinction between her work and her play, her education and her recreation. She hardly knows which is which. She simply pursues her vision of excellence through whatever she is doing and leaves others to determine whether she is working or playing. To herself she always seems to be doing both. – Anonymous
Without the daily chores of the people
The milk trucks would have no milk
The markets neither meat not potatoes
The railroad and bus timetables would be on the fritz.
And the shippers saying “Phooey!”
And daily the chores are done with heavy
Toil here, light laughter there, and the chores of the people, yes. – Carl Sandburg

The sound of tools to a clever workman who loves his work is like the tentative sounds of the orchestra to the violinist who has to bear his part in the overture; the strong fibers begin their accustomed thrill, and what was a moment before joy, vexation or ambition, begins its change into energy. All passion becomes strength when it has an outlet from the narrow limits of our personal lot in the labour of our right hand, or the still, creative activity of our thought. – George Elliot
If a man love the labour of any trade, apart from any question of success or fame, the gods have called him. – Robert Lewis Stevenson
7.      Story
Many esteemed people visited Abdu’l-Baha. Among them were pilgrims whose family members had been martyred. Other visitors included members of the Muslim community of Great Britain who invited him to visit the mosque at Woking. Members of the Persian Legation came to see him from time to time, entertained him and were entertained by him.
One day a workman who had left his bag of tools in the hall was welcomed with smiling kindness by Abdu’l-Baha.
With a look of sadness the man said: “I don’t know much about religious things, as I have no time for anything but work.”
“That is well – very well. A day’s work done in the spirit of service is in itself an act of worship. Such work is prayer unto God.”
The man’s face cleared from its shadow of doubt and hesitation, and he went out from Abdu’l Baha’s presence happy and strengthened, as though a weighty burden had been taken away. – from The Chosen Highway

8.    Hymn – Words by George Herbert (1633) Tune: Carlisle
Teach me, my God and King,
in all things thee to see,
and what I do in anything
to do it as for thee.

A man that looks on glass,
on it may stay his eye;
or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
and then the heaven espy.
All may of thee partake;
nothing can be so mean,
which with this tincture, "for thy sake,"
will not grow bright and clean.

A servant with this clause
makes drudgery divine:
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
makes that and the action fine.

This is the famous stone
that turneth all to gold;
for that which God doth touch and own
cannot for less be told.
9. Readings
When you work for God, not self, it is just as good as meditation. Then work helps your meditation and meditation helps your work. You need the balance. With meditation only you become lazy. With activity only, the mind becomes worldly and you forget God. It is when you persistently, selflessly perform every action with love inspired thoughts of God that He will come to you…This is the way of knowing the Lord through activity. When in every action you think of Him before you act, while you are performing the action, and after you have finished it. He will reveal Himself to you. You must work but let God work through you; this is the best part of devotion. If you are constantly thinking that He is walking through your feet, working through your hands, accomplishing through your will, you will know Him. – Paramahansa Yogananda
Let us use the different gifts allotted to each of us by God’s grace; the gift of inspired utterance, for example, let us use in proportion to our faith; the gift of administration to administer, the gift of teaching to teach, the gift of counseling to counsel. – Romans 12
Do not despair! Work steadily. Sincerity and love will conquer hate. How many seemingly impossible events are coming to pass in these days! Set your faces steadily towards the Light of the World. Show love to all; ‘Love is the breath of the Holy Spirit in the heart of Man.’ Take courage! God never forsakes His children who strive and work and pray! Let your hearts be filled with the strenuous desire that tranquility and harmony may encircle all this warring world. So will success crown your efforts, and with universal brotherhood will come the Kingdom of God in peace and goodwill. – Abdu’l-Baha
10.  Candles  - Music – Aaron Copeland – The American Boy Choir – The Promise of Living
(Music plays as each person lights a candle
Readings over the flute at the beginning and end of music)
The candles of our spiritual lives constantly weep away their lives in shedding light to the world, but they never become exhausted. – Abdu’l Baha
“O Thou Provider! Send down thine aid that each one gathered here may beome a lighted candle, each one a centre of attraction, each one a summoner to Thy heavnly realms til at last we make this nether world the mirror image of Thy Paradise. – Abdu’l Baha

11.   Closing Prayer
O God, O Thou Who cast Thy splendor over the luminous realities of men. Shedding upon them the resplendent lights of Knowledge and guidance, and hast chosen them out of all created things for this supernal grace, and hast caused them to encompass all things, to understand their inmost essence, and to disclose their mysteries, bringing them forth out of darkness into the visible world! “He verily showeth His mercy to whosoever He will.” O Lord help Thou Thy loved ones to acquire knowledge and the sciences and arts and to unravel the secrets that are treasured up in the inmost reality of all created beings. Make them to hear the hidden truths that are written and embedded in the heart of all that is. Make them to be ensigns of guidance amongst all creatures, and piercing rays of the mind shedding forth their light in this, the “first life.” Make them to be leaders unto Thee, guides unto Thy path, runners urging men on to Thy Kingdom. Thou verily art the Powerful, the Protector, the Potent, the Defender, the Mighty, the Most Generous.
 - Abdu’l Baha.

12.    Music -  David Hunt - Service



