“MAY ALL FIND A PART TO PLAY” 
OPENING PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS 

1. O Divine Providence! This assemblage is composed of thy friends who are attracted to Thy beauty and are set ablaze by the fire of Thy love. Turn these souls into heavenly angels, resuscitate them through the breath of the Holy Spirit, grant them eloquent tongues and resolute hearts, bestow upon them heavenly power and merciful susceptibilities, cause them to become the promulgators of the oneness of mankind and the cause of love and concord in the world of humanity, so that the perilous darkness of ignorant prejudice may vanish through the light of the Sun of Truth, this dreary world may become illumined, this material realm may absorb the rays of the world of spirit, these different colors may merge into one color and the melody of praise may rise to the kingdom of thy sanctity. Verily, thou art the Omnipotent and the Almighty!




Abdu’l Baha

2.  What are those dialects deep under the bones
Wherebye the people of ages and races far apart

Reach out and say the same clay is in all,

Bringing out men whose eyes

Search the earth and see no aliens anywhere,

Pronouncing across the barriers the peculiar word:


“Brother”?

Carl Sandburg 

3.  If there is light in the soul

There will be beauty in the person,

If there is beauty in the person,

There will be harmony in the house,

If there is harmony in the house,

There will be order in the nation.

If there is order in the nation,

There will be peace in the world.




Chinese Proverb

4. Through each and every one of the verses, which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed, the doors of love and unity have been unlocked and flung open to the face of men. We have erewhile declared—and Our Word is the truth--: “Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” Whatsoever hath led the children of men to shun one another, and hath caused dissensions and divisions amongst them, hath, through the revelation of these words, been nullified and abolished. From the heaven of God’s Will, and for the purpose of ennobling the world of being and of elevating the minds and souls of men, hath been sent down that which is the most effective instrument for the education of the whole human race. The highest essence and most perfect expression of whatsoever the people of old hath either said or written hath, through this most potent Revelation, been sent down from the heaven of the Will of the All-Possessing, the Ever-Abiding God. Of old it hath been revealed: “Love of one’s country is an element of the Faith of God.” The Tongue of Grandeur hath however, in the day of His manifestation proclaimed: “It is not his to boast who loveth his country, but it is his who loveth the world.” Through
the power released by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh impulse, and set a new direction, to the birds of men’s hearts, and hath obliterated every trace of restriction and limitation from God’s Holy Book. O people of Justice! Be as brilliant as the light, and as splendid as the fire that blazed in the Burning Bush. The brightness of the fire of your love will no doubt fuse and unify the contending peoples and kindreds of the earth, whilst the fierceness of the flame of enmity cannot but result in strife and ruin.”

Baha’u’llah

5.  May I reach that purest heaven, be to other souls

The cup of strength in some great agony,   

Enkindle generous ardour, feed pure love,

Be the sweet presence of a good diffused,

And in diffusion ever more intense!

So shall I join the choir invisible 

Whose music is the gladness of the world.



George Elliot

6. The candles of our spiritual lives constantly weep away their lives in shedding light to the world, but they never become exhausted.

“O Thou Provider! Send down thine aid, that each one gathered here may become a lighted candle, each one a center of attraction, each one a summoner to Thy heavenly realms ‘til at last we make this nether world the mirror image of Thy Paradise.”



Abdu’l Baha

7.  Song – Light that Fire – Bill George

(See over)

Song – Light that Fire

by Bill George

Verse 1

Come inside; don’t be afraid

The loving friend’s not that far away.

The heart that beats, the tear that falls,

Is for us all, is for us all.

Chorus:  
The night has come; the cold and dark.

So light that fire and blow the spark.

First day of Ridvan’s not far away.

So open your heart; Let me hear you say…

Verse 2

Don’t look down; the sky’s full of stars.

Raise your eyes; open your heart.

The time has come to realize

That love’s the only worthy prize.

Chorus

The night has come; the cold and dark.

So light that fire and blow the spark.

First day of Ridvan’s not far away.

So open your heart; Let me hear you say…

Verse 3

You can climb Machupichu

     or dive in the sea.

Ride that merry-go-round endlessly.

But you won’t find nothing

     ‘cause there’s nothing to find.

T’ain’t no secret, the secret is love.

The secret is love.

Chorus

The night has come; the cold and dark.

So light that fire and blow the spark.

First day of Ridvan’s not far away.

So open your heart TODAY!

